Name: ________________________________________________________ Date: ____________ Period: ____________

CC World History #13: Islam, the Quran, and the Five Pillars All Without a Flamewar

Ms. Edwards-Lolos; Kathleen High School

Instructions: Watch the CCWH video #13 on Islam and answer the following questions.  We will do this as a class; for those of you who are absent you will need to do this at home.  Preview the questions below.  Then, watch it once through without answering anything.  Then watch it a second time, pausing as needed to answer questions.
1. Why does Mr. Green say we don’t know much about the history of Islam?  Do you agree or disagree, and why?  (2 sentences minimum)
2. How did Muhammad come to start the religion of Islam? 
3. What does John Green mean by referring to Islam as “a radical reforming religion”? 
4. How does he compare Muhammad’s religious goals to Jesus and Moses’ goals regarding Abrahamic monotheism?
5. How does the Quran portray Jesus, Moses, and Abraham?

6. Muhammad is portrayed as being very concerned about social justice in terms of, as John Green puts it, “taking care of those less fortunate than you.”  How does this concern display itself in the Quran?  

7. What are the supplementary sacred texts of Islam? 

8. What’s the history of how Islam grew and how the Islamic empires developed?  How did this develop into the split between Shia and Sunni branches of Islam? 
9. How is the idea that Islam “spread by the sword” not exactly accurate? What were some of the reasons that early believers found Islam appealing?
10. How did the Muslims faith benefit the entire region during their Golden Age? What were some of the major accomplishments of the Islamic Caliphates while Europe was still experiencing the Dark Ages?
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