Name: _________________________________________
Date: ______________
Period: ____________
The Enlightenment in Europe had a direct impact on the American and French Revolutions. Complete the following worksheet to explain how that occurred.

Part 1- Match the Enlightenment thinker with his ideas.
Thinkers: Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, Montesquieu, Rousseau, and Voltaire

	Enlightenment Thinker
	Ideas

	
	People are naturally good, but they are corrupted by society. Only a government that has been chosen by the general will should govern (social contract). The common good is more important than individual interests.

	
	Civil liberties are very important, especially freedom of speech, freedom of religion, and separation of church and state. “I do not agree with a word you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it.

	
	People are naturally selfish and cruel. They look to gov’t for protection. To provide them with protection, the gov’t must have power centralized in one person.

	
	Government should be limited. Best forms of government have a separation of powers among three branches of government to prevent any one from gaining power over the other two.

	
	People are naturally good. All people are born with three natural rights (life, liberty, and property), and it is up to the gov’t to protect these rights. If the gov’t does not, the social contract is broken and the people have the right to change their gov’t.


Part 2- Read the excerpt and answer the questions on causes of the American Revolution.

By 1776, the colonists in the American colonies had had enough of Britain’s rule.  The colonists were fed up with their lack of political, social, and economic rights under Britain’s control.  Britain was not allowing them free trade with whomever they chose and was putting unfair taxes on them without their consent.  They were also not allowed to run their own affairs in the colonies.  King George had appointed governors who were in charge and ran the colonies without the colonists’ opinion.  

On July 4, 1776, leaders of this revolutionary movement met and signed the Declaration of Independence where the American colonies officially declared their intentions to break away from Britain and to establish their own nation.  With the help of France, Spain, and the Netherlands, the American colonists were able to overthrow the reigns of British rule and achieve their independence.  In their struggle for independence, the American colonists were inspired by the newly circulating Enlightenment ideals and by the old, outdated traditions of the British government.  With the Americans success, they worked to establish a new nation based on representative government and guaranteed rights and freedoms. 

1. What were the political and economic causes of the American Revolution?

2. What aspects of enlightenment did the Americans use to create their new government?
Part 3- Write down the person who influenced each document and underline the part of the passage that helped you identify who influenced it.
1.  “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” (Declaration of Independence)
2.  “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” (U.S. Bill of Rights)
3.  “All legislative powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives.  The executive power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America.  The judicial power of the United States shall be vested in one supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain and establish.” (U.S. Constitution)
4.  “The free communication of ideas and opinions in one of the most precious of the rights of man.  Every citizen may thus speak, write, and print with freedom, but shall be responsible for such abuses of this freedom shall be defended by law.” (Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen--France)
Do you think the American Revolution would have happened without the Enlightenment? Explain why or why not.
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