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Unit 9: Latin America:

 Colonialism and Revolutions


Prince Henry the Navigator of Portugal began the Age of Discovery in the early 15th century when he sent explorers to the southern coast of west Africa.  During the Age of Discovery, Europeans originally set up trading posts along Africa’s coasts, but later colonized the continent.  In Asia, small groups of merchants and joint-stock trading companies colonized parts of India, China, and Southeast Asia.  Colonization of the Americas was widespread and led to large immigration of Europeans.  This reading will explain colonization in North and South America and the revolutions that led to Latin American countries gaining independence.  

The Spanish and Portuguese were the first to colonize the Americas.  Portugal claimed Brazil, while Spain colonized most of Central America and the Caribbean and pretty much the rest of South America.  Their conquests in Latin America led to the importation of African slaves and the decimation of the Native American populations due to disease and war.  Spanish conquistadors and Portuguese leaders became known as viceroys which were the kings’ representatives in the colonies.  The structure of colonial governments often mirrored the governments of the home country.  

A very rigid social class structure developed in Latin America with the viceroys/colonial officers at the top.  They were members of the peninsular class which consisted of European natives.  Below them were Creoles who were European descendents born in the colonies that owned land and businesses.  At the bottom of the social class structure were the multiracial ethnic groups consisting of mostly laborers.  Mestizos were descendents of Europeans and Natives that eventually grew in influence and wealth.  Mulattos were descendents of Europeans and Africans that held very little influence.  

Catholicism played a vital role in the development of the colonies as missionaries (Jesuits) attempted to convert and educate many Native Americans.  The colonies provided an abundance of economic opportunities for the mother country.  The mining of precious metals like gold and silver had the biggest economic impact, but large plantations producing cash crops also expanded the economies of European colonial powers.  Havana (Cuba), Mexico City (Mexico), Lima (Peru), and Buenos Aires (Argentina) became centers of economic and political power of Spain’s colonies while Sao Paulo (Brazil) became Portugal’s most important colonial city.  

The colonies continued to remain under European control until the late 18th and early 19th centuries.  The American and French Revolutions that took place in the late 18th century (1700s) greatly influenced the Latin American revolutions that began about twenty years later.  Mexico, Haiti, Colombia, Venezuela, and Brazil were just some of the Latin American countries that gained independence form Spain, Portugal, and France during the 1800s.  They were aided by the French emperor Napoleon conquering Spain and Portugal.  


Toussaint L’Ouverture was a former slave that led a slave rebellion on Hispaniola against French rule.  His victory against a combined force of French, British, and Spanish armies led to the independence of Haiti in 1804.  His new country quickly abolished slavery.  Father Miguel Hidalgo started the Mexican push for independence after studying the American and French Revolutions.  In the 1820s, Mexico gained independence from Spain and became a republic in theory but in actuality was ruled by a dictator until the 1910s.   

Simon Bolivar and Jose de San Martin were two native Creole revolutionaries that pushed for the independence of Latin American countries.  Throughout the 1810s and 1820s, Bolivar liberated the countries in northern Latin America (Ecuador, Colombia, and Venezuela)while San Martin liberated Argentina and Chile.  They combined forces to defeat the Spanish in Peru.  Brazil also won its independence during this time.   


In 1823, American President James Monroe issued the Monroe Doctrine that attempted to prevent foreign interference in the western hemisphere.  This document alerted European nations that they should not consider the American continents for any future colonization.  President Monroe acknowledged the new Latin American countries as independent nations and declared that attempts by European nations to impose their control over any country in the western hemisphere would be considered an attack on the United States.  
1.  Which two European countries controlled most of Latin America during the 16th-19th centuries?

2.  Summarize the colonial system in Latin America.  


-  Colonial governments ______________ the governments of the home countries



*  ______________ were given control over colonial governments but had to answer to their king


-  The religion of _________________ had a major influence on colonial life


-  The mining of precious metals like _______and ___________ was a major source of wealth


-  Major cities were established as outposts of colonial authority.  They consisted of: __________(Cuba), 

   ______________________(Mexico), Lima (Peru), Sao Paulo (Brazil) and ________________(Argentina).

3.  Analyze the rigid class structure of Latin America.


-  _________________ were colonial officers that were members of the peninsular class (European natives)


-  ___________ owned land and businesses but were European descendents born in the colonies


-  _________________ were laborers that were descendents of Europeans and Native Americans

4.  Which leader started Mexican independence?

5.  List 5 countries that gained independence during the early 19th century.


A.





B.


C.





D.


E.

6.  Summarize the importance of Toussaint L’Ouverture.


-  Former ______________ that led a successful revolution in _________ against the French



*  his forces defeated armies from ____________, France, and England.  


-  Haiti was one of the first countries to abolish ______________

7.  Summarize the importance of Simon Bolivar.  


-  Native of Latin America (Creole class) who led revolutionary efforts

-  Liberated the northern areas of ______________ America.



*   Colombia and Venezuela 

8.  Summarize the Monroe Doctrine.


-  Issued by American President ________________   _________________ in 1823 attempting to prevent foreign 
   interference in America.  


-  Recognized the _______________ of the new Latin American countries


-  Argued that the U.S. would regard as a threat to its own peace and safety any attempt by European powers to 
   impose their system on any independent state in the ________________ Hemisphere.



*  “an attack on any western hemisphere country would be an attack on the U.S.”

